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September 18, 2007
To:  All Judges of the Havanese Breed, Toy Groups and Bests in Show
Re:  Havanese 
On behalf of the Havanese Club of America (HCA) officers, directors and members, this letter is being sent to clarify any possible misconceptions concerning the Havanese breed.  Recently, there has been publicity surrounding a proposed “new breed” called the Havana Silk Dog (HSD).  HSD breeders are attempting to split and discredit the Havanese breed and solicit the interest of judges and the AKC into allowing the HSD dogs to join the Toy Group under the name Havana Silk Dog.
To this end, there is a significant amount of misinformation that is being circulated in personal conversations, on websites, and in print.

I ask that you please note the following facts:

· The Havanese Club of America (HCA) is the recognized AKC Parent Club for Havanese breed.  
· HCA Parent Club members support the current Standard as approved on May 7, 2001 and make every attempt to breed to that Standard,

· The new theory, presented in various places and known as “The Arizona Conundrum”, contains material misrepresentations, misinformation and fabrications.  The theories are unsubstantiated and are structured to glorify the “new breed” (which would theoretically be based on a subset of the Havanese). Please note that HSD breeders state that they will continue to exhibit their dogs as Havanese until the proposed “new breed” is approved, an occurrence that AKC representatives assure us will not happen. 

· HCA Members and Havanese breeders (both foundation breeders and current breeders) stand firmly behind the breed, its development and judges who evaluate our exhibits against the approved HCA breed standard. 
We encourage you to continue to judge to the Standard for the Havanese, as approved by the AKC on May 7, 2001 (effective June 27, 2001) and ask that you question any and all information provided by organizations other than the Havanese Club of America.

We have a committee of volunteers (please see attachment) that will be available to answer any and all questions that you may have regarding this unfortunate development. 
We are confident that our breed, the Havanese, will continue to thrive and demonstrate the lively behavior in the show ring that is so characteristic of our breed.
Sincerely,

James C. Siver

President
Havanese Club of America
Cc:. Mari-Beth O’Neill
Michael Liosis
